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„ 2 "= from the Burgeſſes of the Royal Boropghs of e oF on 
= _  »* ſociated for the purpoſe of Reform, !wrote a circular letter . 


8 ip e en of the different Boroughs" on the ith of NIA I | 
"ME e an authentic' Copy of the. Ser os Cone of te „ 

8 . _tive Boroughs, and alſo making the following requiſtion! r 
Kaare uſages different from the Sete, and of a pernicious 5 „„ 
X = © theſe muſt be inftrudted. by parole evidence, or other competent „ 
1 0 pro, in parſiament. Upon this ſubject we wich you could „„ 
di with a ſhort hiſtorical account of the government of your boo: me 
1 8 — for, bye, "On or r hfteen FR Tye, — the made * "25,1008 1 
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In conſequence of chis letter, the following papers-have been tranſ- 


. * adminiſtration ado 


— 


— 


'.. * the abuſes of the preſent ſyſtems, and greatly tend to facilitate their 


- ---* could not fail to haſten their ruin. Evils merely theoretical may . 


you. In deſeribing in parliament the bad effects of the perpetual © 
government of ſeli-ele&ed adminiſtrators of the affairs of boroughs, ö 
mie need not tell you her much force may be added to the deſeri * 
tion, by ſhowing the amount of the revenues under the” manage. 
mem of. fuck adminiſtrators; we muſt therefbre again. requeſt you 


can of the total ameunt of the revenues of your different boroughs. 
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pred during ſuch periods, and ſhowing alſo how _ 


f * far the counſellors and magiſtrates were or were not connected with 


© the reſpeQive boroughs, by trade, reſidence, property, or other. _ 


l „ 


* wiſe- This, we are well aſſured, would throw additional light on 


+ downfal in parliament, ——Theſe ſyſtems, we are thoroughly lr TOE i 


_ +. vinced, ſtand oppoſed on every fide to the attacks of fair reaſoning, 


Added to this, a ſhort hiſtory of their practical and groſs abuſes. 


' F overlooked” or diſregarded by many. But ſyſtems, whoſe inherent 


V vices, and pernicious eſſects, have been aſcertained by theſitvindble . 
© teſtimony of experience, which makes always a deep and laſting: 


©- impreflion, cannot eſcape the attention, or avoid the correction of 


the legiſlature. We are, therefore, of opinion, that a hiſtorical ſketch. 
Doof the government of your boroughs for ſeveral years would be ma- 
.. 5 ternally. uſeful when the Reform is agitated in parliament. This inn ; 
formation we entreat you will tranſmit. to us without delay, ſo as 


e may reduce it into proper form before the meeting of next Conn 
* vention, In the next place, we muſt take the liberty to remind 


you, that we formerly requeſted a ſtatement of the amount of the” 


revenues of your different boroughs, and any neutral boroughs near: 


will loſe no time in furniſhing us with as accurate.a ſtatement as you. 


q . 


| mitted, which it is judged. expedient. 10 lay before the public in their 
orginal form, They are. written by perſons who actually felt the par- 


. ticular.grievances-of which they complain... If not always the moſt: 


1 elegant, they will atleaſt be found to contain the moſt lively and au- 
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| thentic repreſentation that could be given, of the enormous abuſes. 
which at preſent prevail in 2 N 
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| — The number of Wuls in the towin of rV&gity are com pute | 


at 8000, and the number of burgeſſes and reſpectable e e may 


Ning 0 


f F . 17 1 | 
be about 400 the remafning thale® itbabftants - ig eee, 1 


apprentioes/ labourers; or dependent s. by 
Ao, The town-epuncil of th place is evinpoſed of 21. members, 
_ whereof they only change 5 adbually,” and theſe are” brought” in the 
ſocceeding Vest, if theit cotidutt'61 formte f veralibns merited the 7 
Probation of the party in peer; and, if nM is ve the caſe, an 


_ perſon acting contrury to the Ideas of. the lea 5, magitirate and DA 


party, are turned off the euneil, 1 oth mot 1 e 0h the.Jeet; 
thus it happens chat the magiſtratet 
fſueceſſorb, and muſt do ſo forever, 1 2 cieration of the eaten h | 
ſtem is hot obtained. ttt 92; 20M on As 1 
- "4720," The reventies' of the town of Tell Mipitte away with 
in the laſt century, by the different leading thagiſtrates, 1 in favours 9 | 
_ themſelves and their adherents, fer wine el dütres nôt Exceedin 
L. 20 per annnm, now yield above L. 3000 Sterling. The revenue of 
the town is at preſent” L. if ee Sterling a year, or thereby; à great 
part of which is expended in entertainments and penſions to the 
triends and adherents of the leader. Within the Te ee Pro- 
voſt Phineas M'Intoſh, under whoſe manageinent, 49 ge 1 Bis pern 
deeeſſor's s friends and dependents, the botough has be for Above 30 
years, granted a charter, in His own favours, of the 780 of 9 
van and Aultnaſkeach, lying contiguous to the town, for; an annual 
 frn-duty of L 1 10 my Stenling per annum, when the farmer rent 
it was L. 12 Sterling, and would have 7 to the community double 
WE oa ona e He Ou ng a 
Ae, The wander er cio PH abt" of is 8 woſt 
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Ty: abſard* and ridiculous.* On the Saturday Boks ng to Wor eleRian, 5 of 


provoſt, four vailies, denn · of. guild, and ealurer, meet and, determine 
unanimoully for the perſons to be brought on and to be turned of the 
council. The ſame. perſous meet on ae 1 e thereafter, when they. 
agree in the fame manner as to the. 5 erſ0ns f jo be Mhoſen: magiſtrates 
| the "_ day; 0 Tue dean of- n, 15 . the town. council, _and:: 
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of Rete, and wich td 


ther to ſon, as ff by hereditary right, . 


HY „ 


de names his own council, — of * who are always - 
Previouſly approveu of by the tewn-council though there is no autho- 


rity for this practice by the ſet of the borough ; and, by theſe means, 


, in Peck of sneareſt- connection, or adopted friend. 
WY The inhabitants of this place haus much reaſon to e 
ert e exactions by their: town-clerx. A A gentleman connected with 


the perſons i in Bgwer, Af at Edinburgh, is appointed town-elerk, : 


and. theſe gentlemen, have doubleditheir bg 


who 3ppoints, 5 depute ; 


mn every; matter connected. with: their office within the laſt five: 
And it often happens that Fe nor any ſervant of their 97 — 


be fonnd 1 in to wn to conduct any part of the buſigeſs ; ſo that the in- 
Dabitants Par 1 two = ep in fact they have none, 
ka neig bouriag. little. orough, ' Fortroſe, are much in the ſpirit; 


| the members of the guildry .coxparation have no vote in the appoint- 
it of the perſons who diſpoſe of their funds at pleaſure; nor are 
8 ever called upon but to pay their quarter-dues. In this Rate, the 


. of this E is an, hereditary, matter, tranſmitted ane | 


— 


are their ſentiments 30 but are moſtiy poor 
people, and can get no perſon to head them. By their las Micbacli- 
mas election, they are left with only one counſellor, and one bailie, rei- 
dent in the Berong b. One of. their e 17 ink WG 1. We * 
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Aſthough the council muſt. confifl of. nine merchants; ah eight 
tradeſmen, yet the management of it has been aſſumed. by a very ſmall 
number. It often happens that nine of theſe ſeventeen. join ihr. 5 

do all the buſineſs, and hold the other eight as mere cyphers. 5 
five of thoſe nine over-rule the remaining four, and hold them i in — Ts 


contempt, Thus, thele wheels within wheels are reduced to a very 


tion a few facts, Which will ſerve for the, hiſtorical ſxeteh you wanted 
_ - of the'prievances: we Are ſußjected 46, in due ene, of aur Sorngh 
being ſe elected. | 


limited circumference, the firſt movement and chief direction of which 


has at times continued long in one famil . being tranſmitted from fa- 


power in a few hands, every. art has bee been A e get men into office 
Whoſe views and 1 are. the; ſame, and who. will not ſoon become 
Jedlous of one rand he nine merchants have often been choſen | 
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make it eaſy to retain the 
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wy 
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from four families, (which indeed was the caſe laſt year), and tHe 
eight tradeſmen as much connected with theſe as poſſible. Thus, a 
few families have ſhared among them the whole emoluments of tte 
borough. Unfortunately for this place, theſe ruling junto's have at 
no time diſcovered either genius or inclination for manufactures or 
buſineſs of any kind; nay, it has been imagined that they have looked 
with a jealous eye at any perſon likely to ſucceed in this way, chooſing 
rather to preſide over a. poor depopulated place, than to become per- 
ſons of a ſecond: rank in an opulent city; The poverty and depopu- 
lation of this place is chiefly to be attributed to the inſignificance and 
perverſe humour of the leaders of council. 5 
That this council hath at no time interfered for the intereſt of the 
burgeſſes, will beſt appear by inquiring a little into their management, 
which we ſhall ſhortly do in a few particulars, | * 
The town- common, as pointed out by the charter, was large and 
valuable, and, in the plaineſt terms, granted by the crown to the com- 
munity. However, the council have uſurped the ſupreme direction. 
They have ſold and feued it out, in the moſt private manner, to fa- 
vourites, in direct oppoſition to law, and the inclination of the bur- 
geſſes. The extenſive, fertile, and valuable lands, that encircled the 
| borough, are now alienated at a feu fifty times below the preſent va- 
lue. The privilege of the common, formerly of ſuch uſe to the bur- 
geſles, is not now worth claiming. By a very ancient regulation, each 
burgeſs is allowed to ſend three cows to the moor: A cow, properly 
fed, is in this place a treaſure. The medium value of a cow is calcu- 
lated at L. 6 Sterling annually. The town- common was, without 
doubt, ſufficiently plentiful to feed the cattle allowed to each burgeſs. 
The moſt early and moſt fertile lands in the neighbourhood belonged 
to it. 3 1 nes | ” : 
There uſed formerly to be numerous applications to council for the 
office of town-herd, when the dues for each cow was only half a merk 
Scots. Theſe dues have been gradually advanced to two ſhillings Ster- 
ling ; and, even at that price, it is difficult to get a herd. This is an 
evidence that there is not one-foprth part of the cattle ſent at preſent 
that uſed formerly to go; and even this fmall number is half ſtarved, there 
being only left a trifling part, in compariſon of what ir originally was. 
We ſhall give you a fingle ſpecimen of the council's ſtrange manage- 
ment of the public common, which will enable you to judge of the 
whole. A veteran commander of a gallant party of this ſelf-eleing 
ſociety entered into tack with the council, about thirty years ſince, for 
a poſſeſſion in the public common, which he accordingly occupied till 
within theſe nine or ten years, _ finding it an unprofitable bar- 
EU gain, 


"(f6;) a 


gain, he began to with it off his hand. He communicated his ſcheme 
to a few of his moſt truſty friends, who promiſed to ſtand by him up- 
on this immergency, as they had done on many others. e council 


being then called, it was repreſented to them, that a part of the com- 


mon being barren, and unfit for paſture, behoved to be planted with 
firs ; but this could not be done to advantage till the above tack ſhould 
be bought up. The council, being under ditection, agreed to the plan, 
and ordered twenty years rent of the tack to be returned, as an equi- 
valent, to the poſſeſſor, for giving up his bargain. . 
Thus, this practiſed leader was handfomely rewarded for giving up 
his very unprofitable bargain'; after which, he admoniſhed the coun- 
eil that x great many firs were already planted, and he thought more 
unneceſſary. They agreed again; and the poſſeſſion remains to this 
day in the ſtate of nature. ARE - | ee AE 
Another thing the inhabitants loudly complain of. At the laſt two 
ſets of the public miln, the articles were conceived by the junto of 
council ſo as to imply a total prohibition of a fair roup, and had the ef- 
fect intended of debarring all, except the then poſſeſſor, who, howe- 
ver great a favourite, in no degree enjoyed the eſteem or confidence of 
the thirl, whoſe ſentiments of the man were well known, yet utterly 
deſpiſed by this junto. | | | | B 3 
Though the King's ceſs required from this borough is not thought 
heavy, yet, by the arbitrary manner it is laid upon the inhabitants, it 
becomes to them exceedingly galling. The ruling junto in council 
appoint a fe of their number as ftent-maſters, Theſe men, with 
little regard to the extent of poſſeſſion, or rental, aſſeſs the inhabitants 
at random; and, however unequal this may be, a complaint from any 
of the burgeſſes has generally made it worſe; it being idle to apply to 
the magiſtrates for redreſs, they having the appointing. the ſtent- 
maſters, who generally calculate it in ſuch a manner as to have not a 
few pounds overplus, which is ſpent in eating and drinking. 
It uſed to be the practice here, as. in moſt boroughs, to roup all the 
public work belonging to the community, ſuch as building and: repair- 
ing houſes, ftreets,. planting, incloſing, &c. This has, within theſe 
ten years paſt, been totally given up; every piece of work has been 
execute by ſome or other member of council, or their retainers, to the 
contemptuous excluſion of all the other workmen. FVV 
We cannot omit to mention the abuſe and miſapplication of the pu- 
blic money: But this myſtery of iniquity we are unable to unfold; 
an impenetrable veil is endeavoured to be thrown around the tran- 
ſactions of our rulers; and the management of the revenue is kept a 
deep ſeeret. A burgeſs, ſtretching forth his hand to open. theſe cur- 
3 | | hea rains, 


: (9 
tains, has always been bale as impious and profane, and the-minions 
of the junto muſtered to keep him off, .by dint of brow-beating 

inſult. But, however private the borough revenue may be kept, it is 

known to be conſiderable, and, by proper management, might. be of 
great ufe to the inhabitants, it being their natural and unalienable 
right; of it, however, they are deprived, by means the moſt illegal 
and unjuſt. The leaders of council arrogate to themſelves the ſole di- 
rection of it. By them, it is laviſhed out in unneceſſary feaſts and en- 
tertainments, and ſquandered away in keeping together their friends, 
who, for their fidelity to them, muſt be rewarded at the public ex- 
pence. The public funds are alſo exhauſted in paying accounts of 
work done for the borough, produced by the ſupporters of the junto ; 
for they only are employed. Theſe accounts, you may believe, are 
paſſed without much ſcrutiny. In this manner is the revenue chiefly 
_ expended. , A perſon living in this borough to a great age, and re- 
maining in council many years, might be. puzzled to adduce one in- 


ſtance of the revenue being applied to advantage, and for the benefit 


of the community. And, though the funds are in no reſpect applied 
for the ſervice of the burgeſſes, yet the borough debt is accumulating 
in a rapid proportion. Within theſe twelve years it has increaſed a- 
bove a thouſand pounds Sterling. We might continue to enumerate 


particulars to a great length ; but as, from what has been mentioned. 


you may form an idea of our ſituation, we ſhall not trouble you with 
any thing farther on this hei. „ 


Burgeſſes not joined with any incorporation are in number 100. 
Incorporations 7, members belonging to them about 166. 
Heritors not burgeſſes are 30, only 3 or 4 reſident. _ 
Inhabitants: about 1400 e 


1 D OL 


about forty years back, | 570 r 


T HE borough of Perth is governed by a town- council, conſiſt- 


ing of fourteen guildrymen or merchants, and twelve craftſmen; ſeven: 


of the latter are deacons; and, after being elected by the trades whom | 


they repreſent, take their ſeats in council without leet or control. The 
ether. five of the twelve craftſmen are called trades counſellors, and are 
. | e | | choſen. 


CER 


choſen from leets ſent up to the council, The fourteen aac or mer- 
chant counſellors are e If-ele ed, as appears by a ſet of the borough, 


: whereof” a regular extract is in the hands of the ſecretary to the com- 


mittee of delegates. Each puts a guildryman of his own, naming in 
leet with himſelf ; and the council elect one of the two. That being 


. the caſe, it is no difficult matter to ſay who will be elected. The 


eounſellor has it in his power, even in the caſe of party-work or 
diſlike,” to enſüre his re- election. He names, perhaps, a ſtreet- 
raker, or ſome low character, between whom and himſelf there is no 


alternative. Or if, at any time, a man in better ſtation is put on the 
leet, it is without that perſon's knowledge ; and is done becauſe, per- 


haps, it is known he would not accept. In no inſtance is a council | 
mag⸗ wiſhing to keep his ſeat, diſappointed. 

But, though what has been now ſtated is the farce 2 edi in 5 
on election- days, meaſures are taken, at a private meeting held for the 
purpoſe ſome days before, to render a diſappointment abſolutely im- 
poſſible, while any regard to character remains. The mode followed is 
this : Eight guildrymen make a majority of the guild- counſellors; and 
always, as a new member is admitted, he is 1 to underſtand, and, 
ſome ſay, comes under a ſolemn engagemen that the minority, in 


private meetings, ſhall on all occaſions join the majority, when a vote 


goes round in council. This is what is called in Perth the beautiful 


order; and, at private meetings, it does for this borough what the 


Lords of Articles did for the Scottiſh parliament, with. this — 
that its reſolutions cannot be diſappointed. 
The ſet of the borough continues to be the rus ox this day in all 


matters of election or votes in council; 3 and no wonder, as no mode 


could be better calculated to ſupport a junto than it is. The counſel- 
lors are all merchants or craftſmen living in town; and there has been 


no inſtance, this age, of any perſon unconnected with the town, being 


in council. Indeed, it is no eaſy matter to get there; for, when any 
one pleaſes to retire, his ſon, or ſome other friend, ſucceeds him ; and 
he again hands down the office- to ſome of his relations i in the ſame 
manner as he hands down his eſtate. It is no uncommon thing to find 
men grown old in council ; and there is now a member. who has been 
above fifty years there. 

Having ſtated how the town-council of Perth is filled up, and the 
way the members hold their ſeats, it will not be improper to ſpeak of 
the funds under their management. Theſe are very conſiderable, and 
are known to exceed the ſum of L. 3000 Sterling yearly. The exact 


ſum, however, the guild-committee cannot ſpecify ; becauſe none but 


the members of council, and the towa-clerks, are allowed ſo much as 
N | | | to 


„„ 


- to ſes the rental. Applications have been made to the council for an 


authenticated rental; but theſe applications, though couched in de- 
cent reſpectful language, and ſigned by a number of reſpectable citi- 
Zens, have been treated with negle& and filence. A rental will be 


&c. 
But, great as the eure W totally under the management of a ſelf 


elected council, there are others, not properly belonging to the com- 
munity at large, of which the council alſo take the direction and ma- 
nagement. The guild- corporation have about L. 600 Sterling per an- 
num, and the hoſpital as much. Now, the town- council elect the dean 


of guild and counſellors out of their own number; 3 and thefe have 


the direction of the guildry funds: So that, in fact, it may be ſaid the 
towyn- council manage the guildry funds. 

The hoſpital, till of late years, was totally governed by the coun- 
eil ; not indeed qua counſellors, but from the influence they obtained 
by being ſo long in council. The ruling counſellors eaſily got them- 
ſelves named elders ; and, by taking in low, mean, ſpiritleſs artificers, 
&c. they ruled in the kirk-ſeffion with as great a ſway as in council 
itſelf. By theſe means they got the management of the hoſpital- funds, 
. which, till theſe fifty or ſixty years, were very great; 3 but now, by 
bad management, are reduced to the peru i income of five or fix 

hundred a year. 
It might be expected that, with ſo great a revenue, the council 
would have a rich treaſury; at leaſt, that the managers of the bo- 
rough muſt have done much for the conveniency of the inhabitants, and 


greatly beautified and ornamented the place. In place, however, of a 


treaſury, the counſelors have found means to ſpend the yearly income, 
and to burden the community with a debt of between eighteen and 
twenty thouſand pounds Sterling, all within theſe twenty or twenty- 
five years. They are daily going deeper ; and are ready to treat with 
a a lender at any time; and, if things go on'thirty or forty years as they 
have done, the great revenue, it is feared, will not fave the commu- 


nity from abſolute bankruptcy. 
And, as to the conveniency of the inden PRI few inſtances 


excepted, that ſeems never to have been thought of by the town- un- 


- cil. No town in Scotland had better opportunities of excellent water 
than this; and yet none has worſe water for family uſe. Even what 


the inhabitants have, was brought in, not by the funde of the com- 


munity, but by voluntary ſubſcription. 


Again, this town has ſalmon-fiſhings belonging to the community, 
which yield ti L. 700 Sterling Riki It is nd to think, that our 


kings. 


hereto ſulyoined, as collected from ſundry of the town s'tackſmen, 


Ihe mode of levying the town-cefs has of a long time been PTR 
plained of, without any proſpect of redreſs. What is ſtented upon 


1 


kings, who were ſo liberal in their gifts to this borough, intended 
them for the good and conveniency of the inhabitants. In place of 
that, however, the fiſhings, contrary to the remonſtrances of the in- 


hhlabitants, are always ſet to merchants, who export the fiſh ; and it is 
out of favour only that the people in Perth ever taſte ſalmon. Modes 


have been pointed out how this inconveniency might be remedied,, 
without hurting the rental. The town have a variety of fiſhings ; 


and, by ſetting the ſnallſ of theſe, with the burden of cutting and 


expoſing ſo many fiſh daily at a certain hour, in caſe of that number 
being taken, the inhabitants would be well ſupplied, without hurting: - 
the community. The rulers, it is true, by their influence with the: 
tackſmen, can at any time ſupply themſelves ; and therefore they care. 
not for the wants of their fellow- citizens. e e 

The quartering of ſoldiers has been felt to be a dangerous engine in 
the hands of a ſelf- elected council. The council names the quarter- 
maſter ; and, whether it proceeds from inſtructions, or from an inſo- 


7 


lenee of office, many of the inhabitants have been grievouſly oppreſ- 
ſed. Such of the inhabitants as favoured not the views of council, 


have been always ſure to meet with a heavy ſhare; while the whole 
council- men, and many of their friends and adherents, have been ei- 
ther conſtantly exeemed, or ſeldom felt the burden. Indeed it is a 
rule, that all counſellors, and their widows, are exeemed. The caſe 
of this town is ectactly ſimilar, in this reſpect, to the town of Aber- 
deen, as pointed out by a memorial on the ſubject, drawn by the ſpi- 
rited committee of that place. * e 19977 


* 


trade is aſſeſſed upon individuals by twelve aſſeſſors yearly, named by 
the rulers in council ; but the ceſs is left to the town - clerk, to collect 
in the way he thinks fit. The reſult is, that, though within theſe 


twenty years, the town is perhaps a fourth larger than it was, and 


near a third of the old houſes new built, and the ceſs is demanded for 


every new houſe as it is built, yet the former ceſs on old houſes is the 
ſame : So that there muſt be now collected more than was formerly, 


and much more than the town contributes to government. This is 
owing to the ceſs not being aſſeſſed in the way the rent is. But even 
the rent is not properly done; for the council, or their clerk, name 
the aſſeſſors; and they take care to name ſuch only as will do as they 


are directed. | x. Tet ws 

In managing any public work, little regard is paid to the funds of 
the community: The buſineſs is given to ſome adherent or friend; 
and, what any prudent man would do for L. 100, will be found, in 


general, - 


* 
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general, to coſt the tomm three times the . Many: inflances_ of | 


this could be given, but one glaring caſe ſhall ſuſſice. 

By an act of James VI. the borough have right to a W * 
tage at the bridge over Earn, with the burden of upholding that 
bridge. Some years ago, an arch of the bridge was thought inſuffi - 
cient, and was taken down. It was an arch not above thirty- feet 
wide; but the building of it coſt the town conſiderably more than 
L. 3000 Sterling; although a complete new bridge, over the ſame ri- 
ver, about three miles above, was done by ſubſcription for L. 500 
Sterling. This was not all; for. the county, before the areh was ta- 
ken down, offered to take the burden upon them, in all time coming, 
on being allowed the pontage. The town's managers refuſed that; 
and they draw about L. 60 a year for it. If this was PFogeat, manage; 
ment, the diſintereſted will judge! 

The town- council have not only the abſolute management of the 
funds, but: the diſpoſal of all places and offices within the town. The 
perſons they appoint having no dependence upon the inhabitants at 


large, are often found to behave n all the pg of: nn N 


out the 4 to check them. 4% 


Rental m the town? s yearly e as . as can be collated, 
; without ſeeing the, vouchers i in the hands 4 the e 


Salmen, Elbing, at an average, for theſe twenty years _ 1. 700. 
Town-mills, at preſent. ſet at L. 700, but averaged at 1 f 650 
Waulk⸗- mill, ſet for twenty years at . „„ 
Town's wood yields ſometimes Jo 190%; but averaged. „ ONNegs, | 
Town's inches ſet at „ VVV 
Bridge of Tay port ſet at | % 
South Inch ditto, ſet at L. 105, but averaged : VV 80 
North port FUL . . : . 4 „ 
High- ſtreet port 18 . 
Anchorage dues, &c. preſently L. 190, averaged. * EA 
Fleſh- market Eee . 1 e 11 Ie 
Meal- market . | | 2a 

Tay flatts, - fold within theſe ee e months at L. 560, and a 1 

J feu of-- E 6 e 2 7 „ | „ ET 14 | 
Cortes Croft $756 Y 14 TE Sg FE} 5 14 
Wilſon's Yard t e e e e 


u 8 Carried over L. 2688 


. - 
* * _ N * 
7 F ws * * bs 
2 Yokofs 8 7 Rar „„ ee, 
ram, 2 | Brought over L. 2688 
* A / 


Feus of land withintown il 5 %½ % 109 
Seats in the three ee en e ein i 70 58 ‚ v60 

The farm of Nether Tullylumb )( K 
The weigh- houſe, ſet to a friend at oni 2 
The entry of burgeſſes e. ph 1 ADD enn een ban. rage 
Bridge Es; 2 VVVTTFFk᷑ł!T!T!ß £16 44008 
Sharp's yard z 8. N 70 6 JE THIS £2 Te Ts bs ta . 0 4 a ©20 |, 
Provoſt Gray's yar rd C av16 turuod 08 
Mr Scott's houſe Rue: ug! 7) 0A ENDS. . p43 
A Party amount of the community-funds 1967 9549016 e 
Guildry funds about PANTY an een et 
Hoſpital ditto . F ̃ tipo 
Total L. - 4290 


4 N. B. It is ee . ae Wa not bea leſs for theſe rrenty 
years, taking one year with another. | 


In conſequence of complaints from many of the 1 chat die 
were not equally adjuſted in the tax-roll, it was ordained by the con- 
vention holden at Edinburgh in the year 1691, that a viſitation ſhould 
be made over the whole royal boroughs 1 in Scotland, and an exact ac- 
count taken of their reſpective revenues, debts, and expences. The 
whole of theſe States were accordingly given in to the convention held t 


at Dundee in the year 1692, and ordered to be recorded in a particu- 
lar regiſter, to prevent embezzlement in all times thereafter. 


As we have been favoured with acteſs to a copy of this regiſter, (i in- 
tended to have been publiſhed by Maitland, author of the Hiſtory o 
Edinburgh, &c.) we ſhall ſubjoin to this account of Perth the follow- 
ing ſtate of that borough in the _ 16914. 


The fate of Perth, the 2 f Auguf 1691, in N to 100 Receipts and | 
5 Nee | 


aer a Des 
By the four ports aid oy of "A 354 0) S008" 0-0 
By the four mills _ . 390". 0 0 
By the weigh-houſe, Pynoric git debe, poſimaſterſhip, | THU 
ceſs-boll, fiſh and fleſn boards, and anchorage 80 SiS 


Carried over L. 0 0 © 


G £21008 poke Brought over L. 6600 o 0 
y the common moor 66 13 4 


By the farm and teind bolls, twenty-four chalders, 
nine bolls, two firlots three pecks, at one hundred 


: . per chalder 128 en, 1640 14 0 
; L. 8307 7 4 
ee D1sBURSEMENTS. 10 
To the miniſters ſtipend, money, and a 1833 6 8 
To the ſchoolmaſter, uſhers, and precentor > 2 000336 
To intereſt for the town's debts _ 4 3274 0:6 
To advocates, agents, town-clerks, bſcals, GC 500 O o 
To the equie, borough dues, and ue a to par- | 
liament and boroughs, „„ ot lei eye, 
To the town officers, drummer, and piper e 
To the public works . Ef; . 04g 
? To the 6 nee wy 344 oi — 1 600 o o 
i Sum total. L. 9346 1 981 6 


The Wörth of dies and ae within the Aidtriet of the town | 
and county of Perth, are, viz. Abernethy, Dumblain, Logyrate, and 
Couper of Angus regalities; ; and Forgindenny, e Achterarder, | 


Dunkeld, and Bridge of Tay baronies. 
Neo ſhips ſeem to 288291 e to n at this time. 
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Narrative of falls relative to the Burgh of Dumbarton, 


Fon more than half a corey; the burgh 'of Dumbarton 105 been 
_ under the management of the family of Argyle ; and its conſtitution” 
is ſuch, that this noble family having got into power, it has been found 


impoſſible to turn them out, or to reſcue the burgh from that Rate of 
PIR r under which i it has ſo long be 
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By the ſet or conſtitution of the burgh, the magiſtracy and council 
ought to conſiſt of ten merchants and five tradeſmen, the provoſt, two 
bailies, dean of guild, and treaſurer, being merchants, and the ten 
counſellors, being merchants and tradeſmen, equally.  'The mode of 
election is exactly on the footing of the act 1469. The old council 
chuſe the new, and the new council chuſe the magiſtrates from amongſt 
their own number, ſo that they are wholly ſelf- elected; and, as the 
ſet does not require any part to go out annually, or in any given 
time, they generally continue during all the days of their lives. Ac- 


WE cordingly, the preſent provoſt has been conſtantly in office, as a magi- 


ſtrate or counſellor, near forty years; four of the counſellors have 
been-in office near thirty years; and ſeveral of them from twelve to 
fifteen years. 1 ; „ PR #2 e e e 
Arbitrary and defective at beſt as the ſet of this burgh is, yet, to 
ſerve the views of the family who rule it, and that the council may 
be compoſed of perſons friendly to their intereſts, a fyſtem has been 
introduced totally repugnant to the only ſalutary f̃egulation that the 
ſet contains ; for, inſtead of the magiſtracy and council being filled by 
merchants and tradeſmen within burgh, perſons have been elected 
without trade, property, or reſidence, and for no other reaſon than 
being adherents of the family of Argyle, they are ſuppoſed beſt qua- 
lified to enter into their political views. Hence this burgh, for many 
years, had a provoſt, who. was commander in chief of the forces in 
Scotland; a bailie reſiding in the caſtle of Dumbarton, and holding 
the chief military command there; one counſellor, who was ſheriff of 
Argyle; another, whoſe reſidence was moſtly in the county of Kent; 
anda third, a merchant in Glaſgow. At preſent, it is furniſhed with coun- 
ſellors both from the eaſt and from the weſt. The member of parliament 
for the county of Argyle, and who has not ſeen. the burgh twice theſe 
five years, a writer to the ſignet, who never ſees it but when a poli- 
tical errand brings him hither, a factor, in the iſland of Roſeneath, 
and a gentleman in the, neighbourhood, make four of the five merchant. 
council. More than one of the remaining counſellors do receive pen- 
fions for their intereſt, and others of them are under peculiar obliga- 
tions to their political leader. VV 
Under rulers ſelf- elected, many of them, having no connection with 
the burgh, either by trade, reſidence, or property, and who in fact 
have bartered its conſtitution, and its freedom, for their on ſordid: 
views, it is not at all ſurpriſing that the true intereſt of the burgh has 
been neglected, its revenues ſquandered or embezzled, and an enormous 
load of debt contracted. | | B * 


4 
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For theſe thirty years paſt, the annual revenue of the burgh has, on an ave- 
rage, amounted to L. 300. With this revenue much good might have been 
done, and many works of utility and ornament carried on. Objects of vaſt con- 
cern might have been accompliſhed; ſands to a conſiderable extent ſaved off the 
river ; commons improven, and extenſive moors planted, to the great melioration 
of the property of the burgh; yer it is a Jamentable truth, that, by the praQtizes 
followed under the preſent political ſyſtem, not only the annual revenue has been 
conſumed in folly and diſſipation, but debts contracted, amounting, at Candle- 
mas laft, to no leſs than L. 2341 Sterling. 

To enumerate the many acts of malverſation ein kessd. by the magiſtrates 
and counſellors of this burgh for theſe laſt twenty-five years, would fill a volume. 
In that period they have drunk, including intereſt on the ſums ſo miſpent, near 
to L. 2000 Sterling of the public revenue, which is equal almoſt to the debt of 
the town; ſo that, had the council acted with any common degree of 3 
and oeconomy, no debt ought to.have been incurred. 

Within theſe late years, the magiſtrates and council were ſo fitted as to 
elect the ſame perſon into the office of treaſurer for five ſucceſſive years; and, 


during all this time, they never thought of cauſing him account for his intromiſ- F 


ſions; but, at laſt, permitted him to elope, without any ſettlement, W 
nearly L. 300 Sterling was loft to the community. 


In the laſt twenty years, many hundred honorary burgeſſes His: been made, 


for no other reaſon that can be deviſed, than to afford the town-clerk a fee off 


38. 6d: for each ticket out of the revenue of the burgh ; and it appears, from 
the accounts of the burgh now in Exchequer, that this officer has received, in 
about one year, no leſs a ſum than L. 22 Sterling for theſe honorary tickets. 
Indeed, the invention of the magiſtrates ſeems to have been on the rack to find 
out ways to conſume the funds of the community. It is a common thing for 
them, at conferring the freedom of the town on à gentleman, to extend the like 


honour to his ſervant.; and many a valet, footman, and chaiſe- driver, ſtand upon 


the roll of honorary burgeſſes of the burgh of Dumbarton. Such mal-admini- 
ſtration, it is hoped, is rarely to be met with, though many inſtances, ſuch as 


theſe, have diſtinguiſhed the conduct of che rulers of this r for theſe laſt 


twenty- -five years. 
To remedy, in future, the evils beleive cut teh and many others of equal 


magnitude, and to reſtore trade and proſperity to this burgh, and their ancient 
rights to the burgeſſes, no method occurs but a ſteady perſeverance in following 


out the plan of Reform, now under the confideration of the royal burghs of 
Scotland ; to which plan every burgeſs of Dumbarton, not immediately connect- 


ed with the preſent rulers, [Ive his erty 9 and will fupport to a 


concluſion. 
IRVINE. 
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- Town. coutgil cools af 8 members, vin. fifteen merchant and to 
trades. 125 

None but . burgeſſes, and indwelling heritors, were ever admitted as. 
counſellors or magiſtrates, till about 26 years Mary Wn gave riſe. (9. the alte=. 


ration was ſhortly this, 


The town-clerk of this burgh has been, time out of mind, elected annually. 
A party in council, at the period above quoted, though they had no fault to find 
with the then clerk, had a young friend of their own whom they wiſhed to put 


into that office: Each had friends; the party for the young man prevailed, and, 


in their heat, expelled a number. of the oppoſite party, and the old clerk. 
la the conteſt about filling up the new council, ſome things were done which, 
afforded ground for a proceſs; and the old party did not fail to improve it, It 


was tried to reduce the election before the Court of Seſſion, and to bring on a 


poll vote. The court gave decree in favour of the old party. An appeal to the 
Houle of Peers was the conſequence; and, contrary to all expectation, the ſen- 


tence of the Court of Seſſion was reverſed, and the new party confirmed. 


Hitherto no foreign counſellor had ever been admitted: The new party, to f 
gain ſtrength, threw themſelves. under Alexander Earl of Eglinton; and, in a 


year or two thereafter, the ſaid Earl was choſen a merchant- counſellor of the 


burgh of Irvine; which ſtation he kept till his death. He was for ſix * 
provoſt of Irvine, by the unanimous ſuffrage of his fellow. counſellors. 
The year of the Earl's deceaſe, 1769, or 1770, there happened another revo- 


| lution in council. The party outed had the good will and countenance of all. 
the burgeſſes. The ruling, party, well knowing this, and determined to keep 


themſelves in power, took an uncommon ſtep. Inſtead of chooſing indwelling 
burgeſſes, they ſet out to the neighbouring pariſhes, voted into council no fewer 
than five country gentlemen, and one nobleman, ſome; of them at the diſtance of 
nine Scots miles from the burgh, others of them at the diſtance of four, three, 
and two Scots miles, all of them not only without the very pariſh, but alſo with- 

out property of any kind within the burgh, excepting the noble Earl, who has 

an old ruin, and one acre of land within the privileges of the burgh ; and to theſe 

gentlemen and noblemen were the rights and privileges, of indwelling burgeſſes 
transferred. One of theſe gentlemen is dead; a ſecond went out of the council, 
from a conviction that it was iniquitous to fit "there i in the place of an indweller; 


the remainder, with the noble Earl, are, to this hours members of council, and 


ſtiled merchant- counſellors. | 
The council of Irvine changes annually two iel ts and the two "LF "By 


Thus thirteen may be ſaid to remain for ever, as they always take in two filly 


perſons to ſhift. It was never known till within theſe laſt eighteen years that 


any perſon was ever choſen a trades-counſellor, without being firſt a deacon oo 
"Oo * 


3 -* iN 
eraft. Three inftances have occurred within that period, where the june to 


ſecure themſelves, took up tradeſmen who had not arrived at that * and 
moreover took up tradeſmen as merchant counſellors, to ſecure themſelves and 


theſe tradeſmen, of ſo mean a rank, that one of them, for many years paſt, could 


not afford to keep either apprentice or journeyman, but drove the ſhuttle for the 


pooreſt ſubſiſtence; and, at this hour, there are two working tradeſmen taken up 
_ merchants to ſit and vote with the noble Earl, and toſecure all the party. 


Within theſe thirty-ſix years the town's debt has nearly doubled: At this day 9 
and, within the laft eighteen Yeats, it his: in- 


it amounts to moreithan L. 4600, 
creaſed from L. t 100 to L. 1300. 81 
1 Town os Irvine $ revenue. ary from lands, ker du. and binde, about 
550. 8 ; 
| Shore, two years ago, brought not a benny more than kept its works: in re- 
pair; but, by a new management, it has brought L. 106 elear of all er the 
preceding year, and this year promiſes to do as nuch. 
N. B. This management was forced upon the magiſtrates W the biugelles.. 
Another income to the burgh of Irvine will very ſoon ariſe from a new coal- 
2 * begun in the lands of the burgh, the expreſs rent of which, the twelfth 
load, is to be paid into the hands of the burgh factor; and, from the amazing 


quantities of coals ſhipped off daily from the port of Irvine, there is reaſon to 


1 the OY rent —_ be en at two or rde enen a 1 nt |: 


\ 


| hk D 1 * 'D E E. 
x Memorial ond State of the Revenus of the yin of Dandec.. 


This beennd has e been; as it now is, a place oß extenſive trade; it was 
all poſſeſſed of very conſiderable property in land. Its revenue conſiſts of dues 
levied on trade, under the denomination of ſhore dues and petty cuſtoms, and 
rents of public warehouſes, mills, fiſheries, &c. 

Had the town retained the property of their lands, the revenue would have 
| deen very great; but theſe, except an inconſiderable part, (which have been 
feued on very diſadvantageous terms), were diſtributed among the friends of the 
men who then compoſed the town councils, m 


the value of the property given away. 
It was about the year 1698 that theſe abuſes in the public buſineſs „ 


and it appears the trades, at this period, had taken the alarm, and exerted them- 
ſelves to bring the council to account; but, from a defect in the law, and the 
determined obſtinacy of the council, their efforts proved ineffectual. This is the 
more to be regretted, as, had the town's. accounts been then ſtriectiy examined, 
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many of them without the ſhadow 
of a remuneration, and others for ſuch avowed cauſes as bore no > proportion. to 
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and-the adinquenty of the-council detected, the revenue of this boredith would 
have been at leaſt five times its preſent amount; but this not having happened, the 
whole myſtery of iniquity remains involved in that obſcurity which the actors in 
At meant it ſhould, and the inhabitants have now the mortification to fee ſome of 
the fineſt lands in the iſland, originally their property, Poſſeſſed by men whoſe | 
forefathers obtained them by corrupting their rulers. 4 

It were endleſs to enumerate particularly the many inſtances f aha ih 
Have happened in this borough in latter years; but theſe ſhall be particularly 
<condeſcended on, if it is afterwards thought neceflary. In general, weſhall mention, 
that the town council, originally intruſted with a very large revenue in one of 


money in promoting the trade, convenience, and ornament of the town, wa 
it in rivetting themſelves in power, and in Amin the ae arſe pan of 
themſelves and friends. 

4 Having exhauſted the town's funds, : it became A practice to dee 
and which was continued while the town retained the leaſt ſhadow of credit, 
= until, about ten years ago, when the trades, without whoſe concurrence the 
Fa council cannot borrow money, ' with-held joining their ſecurity further with the 

-town council, and which had almoſt left the revenue in a ſtate of bankruptcy. 

Since that period, ſome of theſe abuſes have been corrected, and the revenue 
greatly advanced, partly owing to thoſe in office attending better to the town 8 
buſineſs, but principally from the trade of the borough, and agriculture in the 
neighbourhood, having made rapid progrets, by which many waer of the 
revenue have been much increaſed. | 
The magiſtrates of Dundee have generally reſided within the Garde but as, 
in other "boroughs, though thoſe who have had the lead may have, on ſome 
occaſions, been men of property, it has been an invariable cuſtom to bring into 
council perſons without property or connections, and of no long ftanding in the 
borough; and of theſe they have always ſtored themſelves with a double ſupply, 
that ſuch as go out in one year may be returned the next, ae the ae or 
junto remain in office without controul. 

The. Dean of Guild is choſen by the town rund and 18 one of their num- 
ber; the funds of the guildry are under their management: Theſe are not ap- 
4 plied to the purpoſes of the guildry, but borrowed by the town council, and 
thrown into the general maſs. This is alſo the caſe with other funds appropriated 
for particular purpoſes, The following is a ſtate of the town's revenue at * 


ttnmas 1786. 
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the richeſt boroughs of its ſize in this country, inſtead of applying the public 
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be town's- 8 amount to about 9 Sterling. The greater part js 
-mortified. money at four per cent. the intereſt of which, and ee erpencss 
of the horough, are the town's deburſem ent... 

The funds of the guildry, if well managed, micht have been v ery great. At 
preſent, they only amount to L. 80 per annum; and, although it 1s conſidered 
ſolely as a charitable fund, there is not annually paid out of that fund i in TR" 
more than from L. 12 to L. 14. 
be funds of an hoſpital, founded for the benefit of poor freemen, are . 
under the management of the council the annual amount is L. 320. 

I The funds of the kirk- fabric, ariſing from ſeat rents, &c. and burdened by 

part of miniſters ſtipends, repairs of the churches, &c. are alſo under their ——4 
tion, the annual receipt whereof is about L. 400. The & town i have un- 
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| The ſet of the 8 of Wie!” as recorded in the ho of covet, 
is as follows viz. That the council conſiſts of one provoſt, two bailies, fifteen 


counſellors, and one clerk, the treaſurer. being always one of the ſaid counſel- 


lors, and that the ſaid magiſtrates, do not continue in their office of magiſtracy 


more than two years together; and chat, at eyery annual election, they put off 


three of their old council, aud 1 On three new ones in their ſtead, that the 
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08 inhabitants may be better acquaidted with, and underſtand band 8 af- 


Kais; and, in caſe of any of the ſaid magiſtrates or council ſhould:depart this 


mortal life, their place is vacant till Michaelmas thereafter, - which is the? ordi- 
4 time of their election; and this is the true ſett of this borough, - / 

N True it is, and of verity, that the general part of the e * has 
Soi violated for many- years paſt. The provoſt has been in oſſiee for three 


Te together, and at ſame time at a conſiderable diſtance, and ſometimes a- 


Þroad ; the two bailies revenue officers, and have been often obliged to leave the 
te ven at one time, and in offiee three years together. As to the councillors, in- 
Kead of putting off three, they only put off one, and very ſeldom put on an in- 
Habitant, but a non-reſidenter ; ſo that our council is compoſed ef a nobleman 
cand his fervants, with country gentlemen and revenue officers, with a few de- 
pendent inhabitants, not exceeding above one third of their number, the reſt re- 
ſiding at London, Edinburgh, Dumfries, Newfoundland, and our chief magi- 
ſtrate is with the navy in the Weſt Indies · Some of them have been elected and 
re- elected without being qualified to the borough; and, inſtead of- letting the 
inhabitants know the affairs of the borough, they endeavour to do every thing 
in a private manner. Hence, ſee the diſmal effects of the borough being go- 
verned by ſtrangers and aliens, having wantonly thrown away the largeſt quan- 
tity of the borough land, which at this day pays annually L. 400 Sterling, out 
'of which they only receive L. 16 Sterling of feu-duty from a leading nobleman 
of their number. Alfo, about thirty years ago, the euſtoms and danery were 
ſet yearly from L. 40 to 1 50 Sterling, and only gives from L. 4 to L. 9 Ster- 
ling for theſe many years paſt, by reaſon of the leading men of the council be- 
ing graziers and drovers, who are as anxious to evade the ordinary cuſtom as 
"the moſt trifling dealer, who had never been ſworn to maintain as weden of the 
Fenn. | 
Secondly.” The arbitrary and iNpardliele pardality of Werbe aud Selens 
the church, without conſulting the freeholders, who were the principal heritors, 
is clearly ſhown by two of the frecholders,” vrho proteſted againſt the diviſion, 
"and carried it before the Court of Seſſion, who reduced the diviſion; which ac- 


tion coft the town E. 100 Sterling, when it only coſt the proteſtors L. 13: 10:0. 


Thirdly. That, ſome years ago, to pleaſe a certain counſellor, a new tOwn- 
houſe and a good ſteeple was thrown down, to remove it from before his houſe. 
The reaſon given, was to build a ſufficient priſon ; but the inhabitants are put 
to more expence with watching and warding this preſent houſe, than they were 
with the former. The removal of ſaid houſe coſt the town about L. goo. Ster- 


| © ling, which obliged them to borrow L. 450 Sterling of the poor's money, and 


mortgage a part of the fown land for 27 years, to pay the other part. At the 
ſame time, to oblige the builder of faid houfe, they exchanged away a piece of 
land, rented at L. 3 Sterling yearly, for à rock, which is at this day let for a- 


bout che N ſum of e or ht ſhillings yearly. . The inhabitants been 
en 


_ w, * * 


3h, 75 42 * 
been Ange! to n * day and night ever ſince this houſe was built, When 


either debtor or criminal was confined in it. 
Fourth, It is cuſtomary that the council meet eight days beſken the-29th; Sep-" 
tember, and appoint the ordinary day for their election. This they accordingly | 
did in the year 1781, but to ſerve a political ſcheme of a leading nobleman © 
their number, the two bailies and clerk did eraze ſaid minute, and appointed ano- 
ther day, when Andrew Cowand and Peter 'M*Guffock protefted againſt ſaid e- 
lection, and carried it before the Court of Seſſion, where it war found the inha- 
bitants were not legal complainers; which coſt the proteſtors and thoſe that ad- 
hered to them above L. 100 Sterling. And ever ſince, the junto have laid'their - al 
Hand very heavy upon us with every public burthen that they bad in their-power, a 
uch at the keeping. of ſoldiers in our houſes, and have overlooked thoſe: who did not 1 
Join againſt their irregular proceeding in the management of the borougb. ; 
Fifth, According to cuſtom, our council met eight days before the 29th Sep- 
tember 178 5, and as our provoſt and a reſpectable counſellor was deceaſed; the Þ} 
_ reſiding part of the council in the borough reſolved to chaſe two counſellors in IM 
town, and at the-ſame time to confer the honour. of provoſt on one of their:.re= i 
ſiding counſellors ; but, as ſoon as that leading nobleman. came to town on the 
day of eleQion, he cauſed himſelf to be elected provoſt, and named a Mr Bulby 
in Dumfries, and Mr James Niſh his factor at Galloway-houſe, the new counſel--h 
lors, and the reſidenters of the ee junto themſelves, greviouſly as they op- = 
_ preſs us, were obliged to ſubmit... 
Sixth, We have great reaſon to complain of od magiſtrates, that they will 
not reſtrict the fees of their clerk, or give us any relief from his exactions. At 
preſent when a man diſpoſes of a ſmall-ſubje& of L. 1 5. Sterling value, the diſ- 
poſition and infeftment coſts. from L. 3 to L. 3: 10 Sterling; Ant on that * 
count very few in town ſtands properly ſecured in their Property. , 7%. W743 
enen more N be ſaid, ws we n at ne conclude. 


W N I T E H O R N. 1 ls 
| As to the 1 of this barongh, it "a barn, under the direction of the 
Galloway family for upwards of forty years, till the year 1780, when, by deaths. 
and other cauſes, there was a breach made in that family's firmeſt friends. K 
party of the reſiding counſellor? being ill pleaſed with the conduct of Lord Gal- 
loway to themſelves, and to the inhabitants of the town in general, embraced 
the opportunity, and formed an independent party, who governed the borough - 4 
till the year 1784, when Lord Galloway and his friends, by corrupting Tome, - 
and carrying away others of the council, immediately before the Michaelmas | 
election, ſome by force, and ſome by wiles, they turned out all who ſtood firm 
for nee, and formed a council of their Cm and ks as fol- 


lows: . | 
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Hu gh Sceuart, Eſq; of Tonderghie, prove. 4 country gentleman, 


Robe Hathorn, 5 
| Ambony Donnan. 3 baihes reſiding en the * IE 
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The FSFE * 3 oth 8 
1 Honourable Keith Stewart of. Glaſerton... I; voy . hath, 
Nobert Hathorn Steuart of Phyſgill, Eſq; | 222 bie. E 
John Hathorn of Caſtlewig, Eſq; 1 2 RY 5s 1 
Alexander M*Credie, tide-waiter in cloſes. 11 1 qi 1 5 P 5 
ab Vance Agnew $4419 xg Ea; pH „ 
ohn Buſhby writer in Dumfries Mi, 
John Niſb ſervant to Lord Sale. 1 ker in the ee | 
Fame, Nifh factor to ditto, % PAY VOLT IT M0 | ats 1 | 
Anthony M Lurg farmer at lle. „ 9 ee eee ds 
Anthony Broadfoot, R 


James M' Millan, TE all rehding WTO Bas tenants and 7 dependent of | 


{pena | the Earl grand 


Wilm Hannah. 5 


By the above you will ſee that He: is uud the two belles, and iſe ef 

council, that refides within the borough, and even theſe few under the influence 

ah ns Lord Galloway. - 

The principal revenue of this borough ariſes en Ae or ſhore-dues, col- 
m all goods ſhipped or landed upon a certain diſtrict of ſhore. _ - 

1 thirty and forty years ago, two men, who at that time were the prin- 

. cipal traders in grain and kelp, which is the chief export from this place, and 

were likewiſe the principal importers of other goods to this place, being at that 

time the two leading men in the town council, did, by an act council, lower 
the cuſtom on kelp one-half, and on grain one-fourth : And, by the fame act, all 

burgeſſes was to have one-third of this reduced duty diſcounted to them, By - 

| this means, any perſon who deals to any extent, purchaſes a freedom in the bo-— 

rough for two or three pounds, which, by virtue of 155 above act, they laye't in A 12 

; year or two. One of the above men is yet in council. 

There is a piece of ground upon the ſhore, belonging to the borowgh; on a part 

of Which a gentleman in the neighbourhood, about twelve years ago, built a 

| fireet of houſes. When he began to build, a proteſt was taken by the council ; 

but he being a man of intereſt, made friends with one part, and overawed the reſt; x 

many of them being country gentlemen, and of * the ground was loſt; 

and he is juſt now a counſellor himſelf. | 

About the ſame time, the charters of this burgh being in Latin, was buy a part 
of the SU taken out of the charter nth in order to get them traue into 


08 16 j it, F 
4 5+ 5 
pf 5 - - 
2 
- 6 


immediately refuſed payment of any euſtom. To ſave appearances, a proceſs 
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Engliſh, when, one of them being the bounding charter, was either loft or, | 
What is more probable, wilfully deſtroyed. Upon this, a village in the neighour⸗ 
hood, belonging to one of the council, which uſed to pay euſtom to this borough, 


was raiſed by the borough, to recover the uſual cuſtoms; but the whole council 
being creatures of him to whom the village belongs, the affair was ſo conducted 
as to bring about a deciſion that no cuſtom was due. Some of the council open= _ 
ly ſupported thoſe who refuſed to pay. This is a loſs of ten or fifteen pounds 
Sterling yearly to the borough. The council are now about this preſent time 
ſelling and ſetting the town's property to one another, by private bargain, which 
formerly always uſed to be done by public ou 
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In the year 1740, the town got into debt for meal. One of the inhabitants 
woas impriſoned for this debt. Sir Harry Erſkine made them a; conſiderahle pre- 
ſent, which ſo far reduced it. In the year 1765, it ſtood at the ſum of L. 390; 
and this day it ſtands at L. 350. The town's yearly revenue is from L. 130 to _ 1 | 
L. 135- It pays tothe miniſter and ſchoolmaſter about L. 25 per annum. In the F 
courſe of twenty years they have reduced the town's debt L. 20. They have _ 
upheld a mill and ſchool-houſe ; and they muſt have eat, drunk, or 'divi= 
c,, EE it ff 011 267 Rn 
For, allowing the revenue L. 130 per annum, in twenty years is I. 2600 1 
The miniſter and ſchoolmaſter L. 25 per annum, is . 30 ; i 
| _ Suppoſe laid out for ſchool- houſe and mill . 300 = 


F; ᷑ —àPw wig „„ bt! „„ „„ 

This ſum, no man can fay where a ſhilling of it has been diſpoſed of. Per- 
haps it may be of conſequence to the Reform, were theſe magiſtrates brought 
before the Court of Seſſion, to account for the expenditure of this money, at the 
expence of all the friends of Reform. We ſhall gladly contribute our mite, and 
give our mandate to purſue it. „„ %% 
In the 1765, the town was broke; in 1767 or 1768 it was reſtored, by war- 
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rant from the Privy Council. The new election was made by poll of the bur- 


geſſes. All heritable, trafficking, reſident burgeſſes, were allowed to elect and be 
elected; all honorary and non-refident burgeſſes, towu- penſioners, were diſchar= 
ged to elect or to be elected. For one year only was this warrant regarded. | 
The ſecond year was a new ſcene, when honorary non-reſident burgeſſes were 
elected, of all deſcriptions; and have re- elected themſelves every year, from: ?- 
that day to this. We have Sir John Anſtruther, two of his ſons, Philip ank 
John, his brother-in-law Provoſt Fall of Dunbar; theſe are landing troops for 

| | | N L x - counſellors © 


% 
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counſelors i in n Weſter and Eaſter n and Kilkrenay, all at 
the. ſame time, and will continue as long as they live. Sir John bas a ſubtile. 
| fellow of a factor, his name is Gavin Hogg. This fellow was a bailie in Pitten- 
weem and Eaſter Anſtruther three years ago, and acted in that capacity in both 
boroughs ſame year. He is now chief magiſtrate here; but, at ſame time, he 
is commander in chief of the whole four boroughs. A nod. of his head,” a pop. 
on the noſe with his finger, or a blink. of-his eye, commands obedience from e- 
very one of them. They are all Sir John's creatures, by bits of land, offices a- 
bout his coal and ſalt: And even revenue-offices does not deter them here to be 
' bailies and counſellors, in the face of a late act of parliament to the contrary. 

Our council conſiſts of er in 5 Mar g of them ine The oo: - 
of them is this ſame " ; 


H 
CN Denies: dunes, 1 bailies. 
Alexander Aitchiſon, coal-grieve, treaſurer. | 
Sir John Anſtruther. „ 
Philip Anſtruther, Eſq; 
IJuohn Anſtruther, Eſq; b | 
Robert Fall of Dunbar. 
Philip Brown, - clerk of Sir John 8 coal and ſale-work:- 
| B 5EH 5 workers of Sir John s lime: ſtone quarry. Ji 5 
John Chiſholm thore-maſter, paid by Sir John L. 10 Lak annum. . 
Andrew Scott, a farmer of Sir John's land. F 
James Brown, and James Dewar, colliers to Sir John.) „„ 


1 might mention more dependents; but the above can divide the coun- - 
cil; which gives Hogg the caſting vote; and that ſettles the point : 6 that. 
you fee the borough is entirely at Sir John? s diſpoſal, and that the inhabitants, 
except the few that he thinks proper to truſt, have no more to ſay than if ney 
were at Rome. 
The town has a very Ende common, which uſed to be: graſs for the bur- | 
geſſes cows. The magiſtrates took it from them, and let it for a corn-farm, in 
order to pay off the town's debt; and you ſee what a great length they have 
come with it. The rent of that land oughr to have been no otherwiſe applied, 
and would ſurely be a heavy cut upon them in the event of a proceſs ; but, the 
People being poor, they have nothing to fear ; and conſequently the inhabitants ke, 
are deſpiſed : And Sir John ſends his ſon to parliament, to repreſetit himſelf and 
| ſervants. The boruugh he does not repreſent. He would not get a vote * 
fifty, was the election to be made by reſident trafficking burgeſſes. 
; Mie venture to affirm, that, excluſive of the council, there is not four men 
in all this borough that would ſign againſt the Reform; and, as to the reſpecta- 
1 _ of the 8 that has figned the petition for it, chere! is not a merchant, nor 
| cou ia 
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my perlon that carries on trade of any kind in the borough but wbat ha 


it. As to the mode of our elections at preſent, and ſince the year 1769: Te 5 


firſt vote of the council is, Continue or alter the council. If the vote carries 
_ © Continue,” as it has always done ſince 1768, except three or four years that it 


was carried to open, on ou! an to vote off the” council 'a few men that became | 
5 


 LulpeRed not to be lo friendly to 'the ruting unte. We had for three Pence a 
William Young a meſſenger our chief magiſtrate, although he Was ſe füufirm as 

not to be able to go down his own' ſtair, nor attend either election or couneil; 
and, by calling for our council- book, it will appear that he ſtands in that capa- 


city, without accepting of his office, nor his name at a ſingle act of ſederunt 
of council, notwithſtanding he was always elected again inte the office. Thẽp 
oontinue, as by the ſet, to elect their bailies and treaſurer annually, though ther. 


always elect the ſame men again; for, during the above period,” there has been 
only three: bailies voted off; death voted off all the reſt. een OFT, 


There are about 200 families in the town; the reſident burgeſſes about 12 
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In anſwer to your query, reſpecting the common good of the borough, we are 


to remark, that, notwithſtanding the greateſt pat of the lands that belonged ts 
it having, from bad management, been ſold, and-otherwiſe alienated; there does 
ſtill remain a yearly income of about two hundred pounds Sterling; one hundred 
of which is ſufficient for defraying every public expence; conſequently there 


ougght to be a ſaving of another hundred; notwithilanding which, it is but too 11 


true that the town is conſiderably in debt. 


* 
* 


Me next proceed to lay before you, Gentlemen, a ſhort view of our ſet, and 
a few of the innumerable inſtances of its being violated in the electing of coun- 


ſellors. 8 


* 


1 — the ſet, the number of counſellors is feventeen, whereof fourteen ure 
guild, 1 


| and the remaining three "trades counſellors; theſe laſt conſiſting of two 
deacons, and a convener. The number of guild -counſellors put off the council 


every year is three, and of trades two; and an equal number of each kind is 
elected anew, to make up the number ſeventeen. Our office-bearers are, a pro- 
voſt, four bailies, a dean of guild, treaſurer, and vonvener; and the ſet of he 
borough expreſsly bears, that none can be elected office - bearers, or even cdu - 
ſellors, except ręident burgeſſes of the borough, aud actual traders and trafic 
ing merchants, bearing Scot and lot, and all portable charges: Nevertheleſs, no- 


thing has been more common than for our council Juntos to elect, in order to 
ſerve their own little ends, people utterly unqualified, as being neither Tefiden- 
ters, traders, nor trafficking merchants within the borough, The following in- 


Pi . ] 1Xł; Oo 


2 1 9 


Heritors, who are not burgeſſes, about twenty. No guildry or in corporations. 
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ge that n»üä b n cight er des hein, mill rs «fac 
beyond a poſſibility of douht. WY 


SHY 


bete, The late Mr Alexander Duff writer in Elgia, aeithes a trader nortraificting- 


_ _ merchant, not bearing Scot nor lot, was firſt elected a counſellor, and afterwards 
_ made a bailie, merely to ſerve- political purpoſes; as was, 249; Bailie Peter May, 


late factor to the Ear of Findlater, by profeſſion a planet and farmer, neither a 
trader nor trafficking merchant, and, from his neceſſary avocation as a planer, ſel- 
dom reſident in the town · 30 William Brody, Eſq; of Windyhills, reſiding 
for moſt part in London, and, when in the north of Scotland, on his eſtate in 
the country, is neither a trader nor trafficking merchant. 4, Mr G George Fen- 
tom, & writer in Elgin, and neither trafficking merchant nor trader, in any ſenſe 
of the words, nor paying Scot or lot, or any publie burden, is, along with the” 
men immediately above mentioned, a member of our preſent couneik - 
We ſhall, with all poſſihle deſpateh, have our petition ſigned by ſuch of — 


burgeſſes, heritors, and other inhabirants of the borough, as are friendly to the 


Reform when, we hope, it will appear that, both in point of numbers and re- 


ſpeckebility, they ba ve greatly the advantage of thoſe that are inimiea! te this 


Bill, which we do earneſtly wiſh to fucceed. 
The ſolemn declaration of the burgeſſes to meet, by their delegates, annually 


at Edinburgh, in the month of Auguſt,” to deliberate on the means of redreſs,, 
until they obtain the object of Reform, does ſhow a 1 e eee en por | 


. e e . os, pony end of. lead. | 
| Guildry, 500 Heritpes 184-3 and they are alt 8 narf ow . 


5 An of no conſequence. Incorporations 6 in number; and the' people, in 
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| The-Commiltes er to eturn an n to your 6 it hs 


per, in the firſt place, to demand an authenticated extract from the e 11 


both of the ſet of the borongh, anti alſo of the extent and amount of its annual 


public revenue, with a particular ſtatement of its various articles and branches, 


and to require. this, under form of inſtrument, if refuted. This demand, 


| though not abſolutely refuſed when made to the clerk, yet was entertained. * 3 
kim with ſuch. an air of indiſference, as diſcovered his reluctanee and averſion to 2 


grant it. On a. ſubſequent. day, bon after, one of our number having occa- - 
fionally met with the magiſtrates and the clerk, and» in that i interview; the con- 


verſation having turned on the demand made by the committee, the clerk ſaid, 


that he could not ſee the ſer of the borough. inſerted in the council- books. TO 


1 * this n that, . it was e in their . and entracts 


1 


ö thereof 


65 ) 
1 be ben. een theſe whe GetsGlon ' tos nn As 


to the extract of the revenue of borough, and a ſtatement of its vartvus articles? 


and branches, the magiſtrates; with warmth; declared, that rheir erk mould 


not furniſh it under the enormous enpenee; at Aesſt, ef five 
Tbis declaration was politically intended, no doubt, to intimidate Wa diſcou- 


ge bur conſtituents ro inſiſt onthe demand; wt, Adee, Fitts Had e i- 


ned keck on them. We ſare forry that e is brbievefore not in our power to! 
Furniſh you with this material information, and ſhall only obſerve, that, a 
to the extent of the annual revenue, though we cannot condeſcend on the 
preciſe thing, yet We.gen lafely affirm-ir,t it. co be Poe fo four 1 enen _ 
ling. 
A to the magiſtrates and een how far they were or were not con- 
| nected with our 'borough,” we have tolanſwer, that, for theſt twenty years palt, 


we Rad no magiſtrates elected but firek as were resident in the borough'; but a 


to 06 ARON; thete are ſome of hem who have neither trade, / j os: 
reſidence ;" others of them have indeed property, but de novivefide; and er 


attend town: council, but en ſome particular gre or at a annual ele@ion . 


* ile 


As to the practical WT profes abiiſes of the pubiie — theſs have deen too 
frequent i in this borough. e dem would de a tedious and difficult 
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taſk.” e © 4.48 194105 1433 il £8494 85 3t Ed CHEN be #3 $243 4 tin 


of magiſtrates. 7 HL 


Some Went e we will condeſeend 5 Ae magiſtrate of the 
5 Rb who tad obtained a feu- tack from the council, of ' conſiderable num- 
ber of acres of their muir- land, about twenty- four years ago, the feu duty an- 


nually of which did not exceed four pounds four Thillings'Sterling money; yet, 
for ten years ſucceſſively” from his entry thereto,” he had” never- Sal any part 


of the feu- -duty. The ſalvo and expedient he fell upon to cancel the debt, was, 
to addreſs the council with ſpecious pretences for his being excuſed and rehieved. 
His petition, he, warmly oppoſed by a reſpectable number of the counſelloss,: 


and with every fo 
petition was notwithſtanding granted. * The feu-tack he was Ri veſted with z 


and, within theſe two years preceding, was transferred to another, he gave 


folk hundred: guineas for it. Tt is certain that the aànnuak revenue lf: this bo- 


rough is ſuch, that, if managed with candour and probity, i it would have raiſed it 
ſelf ſuperior to every embarraſſment, and put us in a capacity of doing many good 
things, and of great importance to the community. The want of this embar- 
raſſed the borough ſo far, of late years, that the managers and junto in council 


id, convincing,” and cogent argument, the defire of the ſaid! 


ere alarmed at it themſelves, and were. induced thereby to reſolve to ſet the . = 
moſt of their property of land in feu-tack. Accordingly, did fo ſelf, among o- | 
thers, the mill, and farm of Ruffel-mill, to à gentleman i in the neighbouthood, „ 
and for which they received L. 85 Sterling. This relieved them under their LY 


the 8 yur did WR . the Wen of 9 ane un, 
i The | 


ea ke Court of Seiten for 


Ie counſellors can and do elect themſelves. 


and-their property, is dif 


ta) 


The leading Junta? . found 1 means-to obtain/an,a@ of "ns. 
..cily allowing above forty pounds Sterling, in a preſent, to their clerk; out of the 
' tome s:revehue, for his alledged expence of a proceſs een proper to bring 
:owmbehoof...- 19! 5 917 ban n. 2 
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By the ſet of the he it is e . i mall canklt- of 
-thirteen members, eleven of which are guildrymen, and two tradeſmen; one of 


[theſe tradeſmen is the deacon- cone, but. the other is poſitively elected by the 
Sei And even the deacon-convener, after. being elected by the trades, muſt 
| ſubmit to a form of an election by the council before he be admitted one of their 
body. Further, the magiſtrates are elected only from the eleven guildrymen, 
ag none of the to. trades - eounſellors can be put on the leet when a magiſtrate 


8: to he choſen. They are expreſsly debarred from this privilege · From theſe 
mſtances it is plain that the corporations have no voice in council. a . 
Without enumerating them here, 
it will be evident that many real and oppreſſive grievances muſt ariſe from ſuch. 
+ government in this borough. In any, community, it muſt both occaſion and 
_—_ abuſes of power. Here all the borough..revenue is in the management 


of a ſet of men over whom the burgeſſes can have no ,controul. Their income, 
noſed. of, not only without their coneurrence, but with- 


out. their advice. Lo inſtance one particular, the collector of ceſs is choſen by 
the council. The ceſs payable by the borough does not exceed L. 5 per month. 
Eight months of this is L. 40 per annum. Now, upwards of L. 60 is levied on 


the inhabitants, To whom is this overplus accounted for? to the council, who, 


as alfeady ſaid, will not account to the burgeſſes for this, nor for any ching elle;. 


nor inform e einher af the eee e the, e or e of the. 
ne no eg bag rndf yr i; A e e Ps, 
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"By the 4 of chi burgh, the magiſtrates and ende are W to put out t tw 
or three counſellors annually, and take in as many new ones in their room: But 
this part of the ſet has not been obſerved ; for, except at ſome particular times, 


ben party - work run high, the council was continued, without "REY For 
a | _ 


- x 


7 * 


4 
* 


whereof, from the uſe they have made of cheir power; has been very deftruQive;” 


0 cy] 


any years paſt, there were three of the counſellors ho refded i England, 1 
and, at this moment, two of them reſide there. e 

As to the management of the revenues, the committee are orally in the dark. 1 | | 
The accounts. of the bargh have been demanded by the burgeſſes, and refuſed. | 


and two of the burgeſſes have made an ham to ene for eng 1 
When is ſtill i in Siken N „ — 1 
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The ſet is e contracted and deſporit in its MPO jr . 

Imo, From the day of election not being fixed to a e ac one on which 
the election ſhould always be held, and that the magiſtrates are at lüberty, at any 
time in three weeks running, to fix it at forty-eight hours warning, it is in their 
power, ſtudying the circumſtances of counſellors, old or new, ho RN . 
noxious to them, to diſappoint them from being at the election 

2do, From the new counſellors being leeted, elected, and permitted to e | 
at once, and without having the opportunity of a moment's fore- knowledge of 
their chance of being elected, ground is given for a chance that the greateſt: part, 
if not the whole, of thoſe new counſellors,” may often be out of the way when 
ſent for by the council the moment after the election, and thereby diſappointed 
of their votes for the magiſtrates, although it is highly expedient, and ſeems 
clearly to be the i nn bg buy Omer Always: exerciſe 5 5. e to vote fer 
the | 102 +4: To fan 

To ö ww what nd this 8 given to Fenn a off Rid it is only ne- 
ceſſary to mention, that the magiſtrates of this burgh, for theſe ſixty years paſt," 
have managed matters ſo as to hold their offices for life: The conſequenees 


for no perſon who has ever yet eſſayed to trade to any extent during the 
before mentioned, in which this political power has been enhanced, but has gone 
in a ſtate of bankruptcy to his grave, let his plan of family oeconomy and pru- 
dence in the management of buſineſs be as commendable as poſſible. The confe- 
quence and credit reſulting from the diſpoſal of the political intereſt ofithe town, 
and the reſources afforded by the managenient of the funds, having always up- 
ported thoſe in power againſt the others out of it, maugre every eon im he 
latter to remove the former, or to eſtabliſh a proper counterpoiſe. N - 
15 the-burgh of Dunbar, and the village of Belhaven, about half a 1 his 
_ weſtward of it, but which 1 is within the liberties and royalty of the burgh,- there AF 
were found to be 1992 inhabitants above eight years old in the month of April | 
1782, when the liſt was taken up; and, it is believed, the number is not ſince" EY 
deckeaſed. There are juſt too reſident burgeſſes, whereof 50 are heritors in the 
* it * . to n that at preſent there are in Dunbar 
1 en | above 
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to he 8 TOE in-propprtion.qua | 


for Soiding the offices of the e ann een. E 
eee, e eee e the - burgh of Dunbar or the peg: | 


Iren Martinma⸗ 1784 40 Martinmas 1786. et porin 
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Ks rent of the town' s mills at Wellharrs, Wife 3 * 8 3 17 9 aha 


Ditto of the town's cuſtoms and impoſt, e ap 


Ditto of the ballaſt in the harbour, „ 
Teind of the white fiſh and lobſters, he 


4 


Rent of the driven. Tg ark Manure from the ſea- ſhore. in n 


the royalty, 


Ditto of the euttiog ware for halo from the cocks? in the royal- - 
ty, including the driven ware at Belhaven We. wy 5 


r r 


a” yp. . 


belonging to the town, 55 19875 
Ditto of the town's lands: called Weſt Common, 3 


Ditto of its lands called Forreſt's 8 1 85 ee eee, 


Diato of its lands called Salt Greens, - . = 


Ditto of its lands called-the Lach 


Bae of its lands called Broxburn — 


of Treaſurer Johnſton's dwelling - houſe, bee. nad 5 


ande adjacent, called Will Quarter, feued to him, 
The rent of the town lands called Winterfield Gates, 
Rent of the town s houſes called Siſters Girnels, and cellars . 


in tlie town's own hand, but rated at _— 


Duty of lobſters brought into the harbour and exported, 1 
Rent of the dung of the ſtree s 


Entry: money of burgeſſes at an average, Bart was! 2 Mus ies 


$ oF: * LEW. 
ten 


Stallengers fees averaged at | 7 
Borough mail and feu- duties 
Dry multure for Sir Peter Warrender's lands of Baverag ge and. . 


Broom park, 


Eighty merks payable yearly I the proprietor of Lockend out 15 
of the community teinds, and which is given by the town to i A 


>the kirk-ſeffion of Dagoar, to e it r 
1 of the town's bells for dels. OR, 
| Duty on ale ii an of er e dende colleon fas 
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theſe ſome years paſt," to lay on from L. 36 to L. 40 E b yearly. | 


of ceſs beyond . Jew they pay to ever; corn 


From Mariam 1736 to Martiumas 1752 the rent of the town's mille gra- 


aal roſe from 1330 to 1790 merks Scots. Beſides the mills at Weſt-barns, 
the town had another mill at Belhaven, which grinded the malt, and greateſt 155 
of the humel corn, belonging to the burgh and village of Bethaven, which is 

part of it. In the year 1743, a proper flour-mill with French ſtones, and th 


1ng-mill, was erected at Weſt-barns ; and, towards the end of the 1752, tbeſe 


mills at Weſt-barns were improven by the town at a great expence. 
In the beginning of the 1753, an overture was made in council for taking into 


ö conſideration, whether Belhayen-mill ſhould be longer employed for the grind- 


ing of corns or not; and, in the mean time, the lands belonging to it kept for 
the maintenance of the mill horſe, and miller's cow, were feued off to the trea- 


ſurer, as mentioned in the foregoing ſtate. Some weeks before Martinmas 17 5 3 : 


and before the overture before mentioned, as to Belhaven-mill, was determin 

on, it was reſolved in council, that the mills at Weſt-barns ſo improved, - - ſhould 
be ſet in tack for twelve years from Martinmas 1753. The act of council to 
this purpoſe bears twelve years; but that word is wrote upon an eraſement, and 
on a ſpace between the foregoing and ſucceeding words, ſo little that no perſon 


could think it had been left blank for a word of fuch length. The roup took. place 
accordingly. The mills at Weſt- barns were ſet for L. 83; 17: 9 Sterling, being 


L. 15 Sterling below what they and Belhaven-mill together had ſet for for the 


| foregoing year. The perſon who took them reported at next council, that he 


had done it for the provoſt, and then, and not till then, the overture of Belhaven- 


mill was determined; for it Was then reſolved, that this milt ſhould: not be em- 
ployed for the grinding of grain during the ſaid ſet to the provoſt of Weft-barn's 


mills, ſo they had then for L. 83: 17:9 n what then brought L. 98 
Sterling. 


After poſſeſſing on this right for four years, the provoſt r a petition to 

the council, ſetting forth his having commenced a flouc-manufaQtory ; and that, 
for the better enabling them to go through with it, ſome improvements and al. 
terations behoved to be made on the mills, which they could not make without 
a prolongation of their right of poſſeſſion, which they thereby craved. The 


council (compoſed chiefly. of the menial ſervants of the tackſman, whoſe family 

have monopolized the civil and political power of this town to themſelves for 

theſe 50 years paſt), at once, and without taking one moment to deliberate on 

the matter, granted him a tack on the ſame terms as he then poſſeſſed, for three 
nineteen years, with a breach to him at the end of every ſeven years of the two 
laſt nineteens; whereas the town is bound for the whole time. 


The debt of Dunbar, which, at the commencement of the dilapidation of the 9 
mills in the year 17 53, did not amount to L. 400 Bens has now come up to 
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ner L. 3000,/notwithſtanding of the great revenue before mentioned of the duty 


on ale, and large ſubſcriptions raiſed, from time to time, to d the n 
of ward ey works that have occurred. 


{Diſcharge or Expenditurs of the Common Good of Dunbar. 


\ 


Clerk, procu rator-fiſcal, grammar, Engliſh, and mathematical 


Kchovimaſters ; > town-blicers, bell- man, armourer, council- 


* 


houſe, and church ſeat Keeper, Ke. 1 wy WATT WOW" Fey L. «4 


Miniſter's ſtipend, 


Feu-duties of the town” g mills, and Arch-prietry and Saul-prietry 


teinds, 


Surplus teinds of Forreft's hade, „ 
Oeſs of ditto, | 5 e an 
Towyn's agua, 1 EY Fn e e 2 


Miſſive dues, 


 Aﬀeſſors and commiſſioners allowance, and clerks foes to dle bo- 


ſy roughs, <2 
N. B. The ceſs is Lf here red as it is not eiken e 


the charge before written of the fevenue. It is at preſent, 


- and has been for this ſome time paſt, about L. 43 Sterling as 


Charged by government: But the council thought proper tio 


lay L. 90 Sterling on the inhabitants for it, whereof only 


I. 16 Sterling on property, although the town has about 60 
1055 15 acres of 'borough land, beſides the whole tenements in itſelf 


and Bethaven. The worſt tenement pays as much as the beſt. 
Every tenement and every acre of land pays juſt tenpence per 


annum of ceſs. 
Town's annual 5 tion of enpegce of be 1 8 poor, averaged 


N. B. The other e of the town are upon up- 
holding the pier and harbour, and the tolbooth, and other 
houſes (being the ſchoolmaſter 's) of the town, keeping the 
ſtreets in repair, and the town 8 eder, wells, and water 


ipes, averaged at 
＋ The 'y water was lately brought in,” and all the keen new. : 


| Yearly falaries to the town's ſervants in the following offices, viz. 
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The Saline eee Fork ren yeun = age and una. may * 
„ at about 5000. 
2. The heads of families, at bout 8 50. 
3. The heads of families of the ſeven incorporated trades, at about 450. 
The merchants, brewers, writers, ſurgeons, and others following n 
N branch of buſineſs, aud 125 members of any or the Le W at mages 


2. . 
* rr not n 10 buſinels, at about 15 Lat? 
0 Perſons - poſſeſſed of real propenyy at about 160. excluſive. of de. 
men: And, ; 75 
9 Tfadeſmen, poſſeſſed dtc property, at abet gout. ee 44 1 
The numbers who have already avowedly declared for the! men . 
mount to above 380, and more are yet expected; ſo that, in reality, more than 
one half of the inhabitants may be ſaid to wiſh for it; for, as to the incorporated 
q trades, they are already as conſtitutionally repreſented by their deacons conſtant- 
in council as they can deſire. The merchant part of the council are ſelf- 


elected; but it may be obſerved of the incorporated trades, that they at this dax 1 


are, and all along from the time-of their erections have been, in the full erer- 
ciſe and enjoyment of their original political. privileges, which, it is believed, is 
not the caſe with many of the incorporated trades in other royal boroughs; and 
the committee believe it may be aſeribed to this cireumſtance, that they are at li- 
berty to make uſe of fire- arms, in a body, as often as they pleaſe, in conſequence 
of a preſent of a filver-gun from one of the King's of Scotland, which they 
ſhoot for every third or fourth year, and ſometimes oftener; and being thus in 
a manner trained to the uſe of arms, no attempts would be ever ee 41 
to invading their political privileges and independencdctce I 
With regard to the common good and annual revenue of the borough; the 3 
common good conſiſts of about 60 acres of land, yet unſold and unfeued. Mw 1 
duties payable out of teinds feued—a kiln, and. a ſet of water - mills, for flour, 
barley, and meal, and a waulk- mill, and oak bark-mill, and a covered meal- mar- 
ket, fleſh-harket, ſalt-market, Wo weigh-houſe, counts: chamber, court- houſe, 


and ſchool- houſe, and certain duties and cuſtoms, which. in all may be ſtated at K 


about L. r5oo Sterling. The extent of land originally granted to this borough 
Was conſiderable 3 but the * part of it has been, at different times, feued 
1 | out 


* 


a | 1 


aut for à very trifling feu · duty; and, whilſt the groateſt part or the land n | 
gone from the common good of the borough, the uw contratted, and fill ow- | 
fog, ur pretty conſiderable. | 

ith regard to the adminiſtration of the dees. — change 22 
| - thoſe preſently in office with either neglect or embezzlement ; and they believe 
the town council is now in uſe of cauſing their treaſurer and chamberlain make 
up and render annualfy an account-of the income and expenditure, though they 
do not render any ſuch, or indeed-any account to the Exchequer, or tothe com- 
e e * e ee mend a 
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„ Council. 1 5. The old dl js the new; © ls by the Bos the. coun- | 
ſellors muſt all reſide within the town, From among the new. counſellors, the 
-old-counſetHors.choole-the provoſt, bailies, dean of guild, and treaſurer, A lift 
of the names of ſome of the preſent counſellors of Dingwall will how how 
the ſet of the town has been departed from in practice. George Mkenzie 
- "Foanger:of Pitlundy, reſiding two miles out of town, is youngeſt bailie ; dean 
26f:gaiid Colin MKenzie of Mountgerald, reſiding three miles out of. town ; 
-Purick Reid. factor in Tulloch, treaſurer,” reſiding, about a We out of, town, ; 
u M Kenzie of Avoch, three miles from town; Monro of 
minich, twelve miles from town; Sir George Monro of Pontzheld, ſixteen 
— — town; Duncan Monro of Culcairn, fourteen miles from town; bows | 
* -Grarit;FaQor on Fairatoſh{three miles from town; the Honcurable David Roſ: 
io Anikevville; one of the: judges of the Court of Seſſion; Duncan er f i 
__.Fullodhyrefiding in London; Sir Hector Monro of Nun 60 ſometimes in r 
Jon, und ſometimes in India. 1 aift 
'1Guildry in 1425, by. roll, conſiſted of, 10 perſons.” "At Mattinmas 1743» they : 
Dotiſicted of 5 perſons,” a Ar preſent; there is here no diſtinction between guild- 
brethren and other inhabitants. Heritors in _ —— W l wp 
es Incorporations, operly none at all in this boro whole trades 
have lately joined in . body, to raiſe a fund to ſupport their poor. This aſſo- 
tation ãs called the ſociety a; the United Trades of .Dingwwall; and every heri- 
: ton, burgeſs, and inhabitant, with a few:exceptions, are members of it. ee | 
tbirants, about go. But the eee n. benen amo 
enger nn wo ee erg Ro Bet Ot CCC 0: 8 :,p931%- 
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gh Council, py that 3 Lone cn two Abe om the e The 
1 old council chooſes the new; but, by the | ſet, four only of the old can be -] 
elected; and the whole muſt, by the fer; be ſubſtantial: burgeſſes, merchants; r n 
traffickers, bear may all charges: But the er has, in pra@ice; been departed-from - 
in both theſe particulars. Eight, inſtead: of four, bf the old council have been . 
continued; and, inftead of Sha reſident burgeſſes, the councils, at leaſt a 

of them, have becn compoſed 18 denne TIS vr rides, Len ner 

cers of the army. ; 2 +41 6, 
|  Guildry, about 60. He items and ut grild-brethreny owe: 15. The 
corporations ſix. The reſident members of the whole about 84. N et 1 
between 2300 and 3000. If the propoſed reform ſhould take place, the num- 
ber of electors in 2 Banff will be * 10 beſides the trades. py 
4 Fe „ f 
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| - Council. The commeit <onfilts le for. many years 
, of nine perſons. Theſe nine perſons annually elect themſelves; or otheis, 

| . that ſome of them have been about 36 Fears in office. : The provoſt at pre- 

ſent reſides ſix miles from town; and one of the -counſellors 14 miles. A ma- 
Jority of this ſelf- elected council elects the member of parliament; and ſome- 
times that majarity conſiſts entitely of non-refidenters ; which: was the caſe in 

tthe laſt parliamentary election. Guildry, 52 in number. Heritors: There are 
no heritors who. — -Incorporatior „ene. lobabitate, about 
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aw in fact, ſeven of them have reſided at Edinburgh, and —— ns. 
country, very diſtant from the town. The council, annualby, elects itſelf or 
others. The preſent; junto has dane ſo; conſtantly; for about 11 or 12 years. 
_ Guildry 28. Incorporations five ; and members conmected with them, about mw 
ae who” are not CO 12. r nit oo ag A e f 179% WW 
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ANSTRUTHER EASTER. 


mma. Buy the ſet of this borough, the ee council ſhould be. . | 
If burgeſſes, being merchants, and other tradeſmen ; but, for many years paſt, 
four or five members of the council have reſided out 'of town, and are members 
ef other councils 40 miles diſtant. The council conſiſts of three bailies, a trea- 
ier, and 15 counſellors. The bailies and council, annually, ele& four new - 
q -counfellors, i in place of four old counſellors who go out. The three bailies and 
» treaſurer are annually elected by a pole of the whole burgeſſes, from leets given 
by the old bailies and old treaſurer. Guildry, none. Heritors, who are not 
- burgeſſes, about fix.” Incorporations, none. Inhabitants, paying public burdens, 
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For ffry years paſt the ſet oP the 5e his been c enge ; Nia. 
giſtrates have been continued for 40 years; and the counſellors are taken in with 
no view but to ſerve the ruling party. No guildry ; nor heritors not burgeſſes. 
\Ancorporations, ſeven in number. The members are about 84 IT, 
- that are * _ N e are * and e men 23105 1 ct 
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"There kink not 8 a 1 in . e in this ao an many” years 
nad; : No, not in the memory of the oldeſt inhabitant here. 
i Our provoſts have commonly been perſons whoſe intereſt and reſidence were 
© - at 40 or 50 miles diſtance ; and, at times, a perſon whoſe reſidence was in a fo- 
| reign country. Query, Hom can one pot perſonally preſent take the oath de 
ack ? This mode of conduct has not only been a great loſs to the diſtreſſed in- 
Dabitants of this borough, but to the very magiſtrates themſelves, who were not 
perfectly knowing in the law, or in the liberties and properties of royal bo- 
+-roughs ; all of Which have proven deſtructive both to purſuer and defender, viz. 
he inhabitants of this borough; all which we impute moſtly to the want of 
i ſupreme magiſtrate" reſiding in the borough, who, no dude d 1 Woud, 
but not to the ſatisfaction of all preſenily concerned. 


Oiur magiſtrates, &c. are choſen annually, and at the Infiigucion of ' a certain 
= nobleman'in this neighbourhood. If they anſwer his defigns, they are conti- 
gnued, or re- elected, from father to * Nees the To of ON years, to our 
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_ 'Alfo, the public funds are exhauſted in a manner not known to the inhabiis: „ 


tants, who, notwithſtanding, are liable to pay additional taxes, and towns debts, 


A s to our miniſter, we think it does not ſuit him well ta be a counſellor Mee 

zs the firſt of his coat that ever we underſtood was a counſellor; but, indeed, 
him wo made him our miniſter makes him a counſellor; Alſo, we think he 

too heavy metal fot the reſt of his brethren in the council, being ſo much in the; 


favours of the flobleman, our patron; and, farther, we think it is an irreparable 


are all tenants to the forementioned nobleman. It may be of ſervice to themes 
ſelves; hut v are of opinion it is pernieious to the public management of ou 


> 


this nobleman's factor, lived ten miles from the borough. He was employed as 


elerk to the bõrough for the ſpace of thirty years, and, at his deceaſe, or ſoon. . 
after, vas ſucceeded by the preſent factor, who lives three miles diſtant from 
the borough, and has juſt now ſubſtituted, one under him. It is our opinion, 

that the town's.clerk ſhould be a reſidenter in town, choſen annually, and con- 
tinued according to his behaviour... | | $4.4 


# 


We farther complain, that our tax-maſters are choſen by the 5 magiſtracy 


years running, without giving the other burgeſſes their regular turn of that im- 
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The very improvident manner in which. our public funds have been managed 


of that very important object. 


loſs to hiniſelf, as well as a diſadvantage 'to his pariſh. Our town's counſellors | 


Tonnen conhiſted of perſons connected with the town by reſidence, Peg 
. &c. Since the year 1718, till anno 1760, it appears, that one third of our couns 


borough affairs; and, through che power of a certain party having the manages s- 
ment bf the public affairs of this borough: without controul, they have utterly 
neglected and paſſed over each liberty and property, except thoſe. Which fü 
their owm⁰m advantage. As to our town. clerks; the firſt we ſhall mention, being 


4 2 7 BEN b, , 


They are men of their own faction; and they continue them for a number of 5 


. * — 
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fror theſe laſt 26 years, and the very wretched ſtate of the police of our towFẽ-.’ỹ. 
determined us to graſp at the firſt, opportunity to attempt to avail ourſelves of © 
our privileges, and to look a little into the ſituation of our own affairs. It Wag 

dur firſt buſineſs. at the beginning of this xeform, to lay down our ſyſtem on 
general principles; and we hope to retain ſuch. a, diſpoſition till the attainmeng. 


N | 23 %‚‚ , &é 423 £4.32, SIAN. 16-4: 115: 313. Re 
There is no particular authenticated ſet. of our borough. which we can learn 
. of; but, by charter from King James VI. 24th July, 1612, the tight of else 
LL i 696 1 : " Suk . 1 a N e 
tion appears to have been in the burgeſſes and inhabitants. Our pre 61 
of counſellors does now, and has for a number of years back, conſiſted of fifteen. 
The following ſtate, taken from the old council books, will. ſhow how far the 


ent number. 


our coun 1 
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2 F | ON conliſted/of noblemen and gentlemen | in-the-courtry; y holdingy.of edule, 1 


_ the different offices, ſuch as, Sir William Johnſton of Weſterhall, William Mar- 
quis of Annandale, James Lord Johnſton, George Kennedy of -Healbeaths; Ga- 
in Johnftone-of Elſhieſheild's, Mr John Henderſon- of Broadholm, Rodert 
| Henderſon. of: Cleugh-heads, all of which were proprietors in the toi but did 


not keep their reſidence therein The other. perſons: after named held different 


. offices in the borough during the above period, but were neither proprietors nor 
reſidenters, viz. Mr James Johnſton in Weſterhall, Mr Robert Foord chamber- 
' Rin to the Marquis of Andandale, William Johnſtone of. Corhead Lord John 
Hope, Sir Thomas Kirkpatrick, Charles Erſkine Lord Tinwald, : Mr William 
Firkpatrick brother to Sir Thomas, Sir Robert Lowrie, Mr: James: Maxwell : 
chamberlain to the late Duke of Quee „William Johnſton of L. 
Sir Alexander Jardine, Sir William Maxwell of Springkell, Mr William Herries 
of Haldykes: And, from 1760, to 1765, it appears, that Mr James Maawell ar 
Ros, Mr Carruthers of Dormont, factors to the late Duke of Qucenſberry, and 
Mr George Clark, late Sir George Clark, and the late Mr George Muir writer to 
the ſignet, and boch reſiding in Edinhurgh, are the only perſons during that period 
that bore offices in the council, and were unconnected by: property dr reſidence. 
Sites ame 1765, to the preſent time, the eouneil has moſtly conſiſted of perſons 


in the town; but, it will be obſerved,” that the gentlemen laſt mentioned were 


always brought in under the influence of other: 9 and, even now, the 
ew ſet of our counſellors, who (by the bye) are ſure moſt of them: to be 
people of the loweft rank, and meanbſt capacities, in the town, ſelf : elected per? 


dus, who are ſtill under the whip of his. Grace'the:Dnke of Queenſberry, and 
other great men, whereby, in expreſs contradiction to the intereſta of the com- 


munity, or the public police of the town, nine but Junton are oe UP. | 


, i Divided, joined, the ſame eternal cauſe.” 


The amount of the * revenue of this > its Wy pre kent about L. g 1:10:0 
terling. Prior to the year 1760, the revenue per annum was only about L. 15 
tering; and all the 1 the town was under at that period wat only about 


| . 50 Sterling. About the year 1770, the revenue increaſed td about L. 54 pert 


_ armum, when it is reported their. debts-alſo increaſed to about L. 300 Sterling. 

Anno 1778, the tevenues amounted to the preſent 1 income; and; what id exceed 

iagly alarming, ſince that period, and particularly within theſe laſt ſive years, 

the debts of t 15 community have fwtlhd fo:npwards of L. 1300 Sterling! How. 

. our preſent ſet of coupſellors, can account for this it is impoWible: to learn. We 

| have more than once, witlün theſe two years, made a requiſirion to know, to no 

ee To no public good has that money been applied; on the contrary, we 

|} believe. we can with confidence affirm it has been proſtituted to the worſt of pur- 
ſes, in drinking, and being more than once compelled, by law, to pay large 

1 2 in conſequence of their mal-adniriiſtration in office. If matters are 2 
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No. — From the proceedings in the before mentioned proceſs, it appears th 
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beenrers, that they dare not avow their ſentiments above board. This account of 
| our friends. and enerhies we are the mere certain of, au we töbk care t6 certify 
bur approbation amd willingneſt by ſigning paper to chat purpose 117 
Abe revenues of eur boronglyare on the verge of bankruptcy. | Added e all ll 
wis, our preſent ſet of magiſtracy and counſellerz, who we lament, \are molt of 
them of the loweſt rank in town, ſeem to glory at its impending ruin; and, as 0 


alle not what became of it afterwards ;” a proſpect we lob at with hearts 
1 feltbforrow. \They'do.not\opihare, however, for * rum. us all,” is thein themes If 
Al the,1782, our-preſent.goung 
_ + thoughtiproperito allocate" to themſelves, and a few of their favourites, the 1e 
159 17717 mee of an.extenſive commonty,-at an under feu-rent, to rhe excluſion of al.. 
mwmaäoſt the: whole herjtors heſidet This tranſaction we thought propen go bring 
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Aacder review. of the Court Seon, by: reduction. It is ſtill undetermined; | 
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If cheſpreſent plan fail tabe place, we believe. we may: have berwixr 9% and. 
1 qualified voters including! the preſent councili Thie jnhabirancs e about. 
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